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Geography Curriculum – Intent, Implementation and Impact

Our intention in Geography is to encourage and assist all children to develop critical understanding of and respect for the environment and world in which they live. Children begin to understand that what happens in the world has an impact on their own lives, and that they have a role as a global citizen. 
Our Geography Curriculum is skills based, and is carefully planned to ensure progression of both skills and knowledge across the school. Where possible Geography skills are linked to an overarching topic, but any topic links are purposeful and engaging. Some skills are taught more discretely, to ensure a full coverage of the National Curriculum objectives. The long term plan is reviewed annually to ensure we are reflecting the needs and cultural capital of the pupils. 
Our ‘Golden Threads’ which are woven throughout our Geography curriculum are Places and People.  These are linked to ‘Big ideas of Geography’ where Place encompasses place/space/scale and People encompasses physical and human processes, interdependence, environmental impact, sustainable development, cultural awareness, cultural diversity
A range of sources are used to develop pupils understanding and knowledge. The use of maps, photographs, portraits, artefacts, written materials, ICT based materials, data and TV/film extracts supports and enhance the learning for our pupils.  Fieldwork and visits are a purposeful and integral part of the curriculum, and enable the children to embed their History and Geography learning within the context of their own lives and their own localities. Through this children develop a sense of self and of their place in the world, and their role as a global citizen.  Examples include trips to Watermead Park, Warwick Castle and planned visits from the Fire Brigade, Ambulance Service and our local PSCO.
Pupils work in a variety of contexts - individually, in groups and as a class. They present their knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways (for example, through drama, debate and various writing styles). 
Oracy 
Oracy is a key focus within the Geography curriculum, to develop Literacy skills across all subject areas and to establish pupils as eloquent and reflective geographers.  Subject specific vocabulary is highlighted on the curriculum for each year group, and is progressive and ambitious.
SEND  
We believe that every child should be respected as an individual and has the right to learn and develop their talents and abilities (Article 29).  We adapt the curriculum and supply resources to suit pupil’s individual needs, including; social, emotional and mental health, physical, sensory and cognitive, so that every child can access the curriculum and further their learning. Children with complex needs including children with autism and social communication needs access the curriculum at their own level of personal development. This may not follow the continuum due to their individual learning profile, therefore they may not necessarily access all aspects of the progression map in order. For example, in reading, a child may be able to read complex texts, but not have the comprehension skills to match.  The individual needs of all children will be accounted for in the provision and teaching and learning.  




	Location - skills and knowledge 

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2

	

3 & 4 year olds
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

ELG
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps

	I can name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom.

I can understand how places are linked together (eg road, train)

I know that my school is in Thurmaston
I know that Thurmaston is in Leicester
I know the directions left, right, near, far
I know that the 4 countries in the United Kingdom are England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
I know that the capital cities are:
England: London
Scotland: Edinburgh
Wales: Cardiff
N. Ireland: Belfast

I know that we can travel between places by car, foot, rail and bus.
	I can use world maps, atlases and globes to label the seas surrounding the United Kingdom

I can use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the world’s seven continents and five oceans

I know that the seas surrounding the UK are the North Sea, the Irish Sea, the Celtic Sea and the English Channel

I know that the continents are Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Europe, Antarctica and Australasia

I know that the 5 oceans are Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic and Southern



	Home, school, near, next to, far away, hot, cold, weather, sun, rain, world, country, England, map, seasons, Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter
	Place,  capital,  near, far, left, right, island, town, village, city, population, landmark, Thurmaston, Leicester, United Kingdom
	country, continent, ocean 

	Place- skills and knowledge

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2

	
Reception
Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.



	I can observe or look at pictures/videos of a locality and ask geographical questions eg what is like to live in this place? How is this place different to where I live?

I know about changes in the locality and can talk about ways to improve it (eg the school environment)

I can describe what I like and dislike about a place or environment

I know the local landmarks St Michael’s Church, the War Memorial, Watermead Park, Thurmaston Retail Park.




	I can understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK and a small area in a contrasting non - European country
I can express my own views about a place, people and environment and give reasons to support my answers.
I know the name of a non-European country, can name the continent that it is on and can locate it on a map or globe.
I know some facts about the physical features of the non-European country (eg. climate, mountains, oceans that surround it) 
I know some human features of the non-European country  (population, housing)


	Home, school, near, next to, far away, hot, cold, weather, sun, rain, world, country, England, map, seasons, Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter
	Rubbish / litter, landmarks, observations, record, local area
	Climate, population, housing, mountains, oceans








	Human and physical - skills and knowledge

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2

	
Reception
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.

ELG
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.
	I can describe seasonal weather changes

I can use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features and key human features.

I know that a human feature is manmade and a physical feature is natural
I know that people can damage places (eg litter in school)
I know the 4 seasons are Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring
I know the main types of weather – rain, sun, wind, cloud, snow, hail, storm
I know that different places have different weather eg in the UK the further North you go the colder it gets
I know that we need to look after our environment (locally and globally) and can talk about some simple ways to do this





	I can identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom 
I can identify location of hot and cold areas in the world in relation to the Equator and the North/South Poles.

I know which months of the year belong to which season

I know that the Equator is the midline of the Earth

I know that the closer countries are to the Equator the hotter they will be

I know that things that humans do affect our environment, and I can talk about some of the ways that we can be more sustainable

	Home, school, near, next to, far away, hot, cold, weather, sun, rain, world, country, England, map, seasons, Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter
	Weather, features, human, physical, seasons, weather forecast, symbols, satellites, observations, record, temperature, seaside, sea, recycling, environment 


	Equator, North and South Poles, seasonal, thermometer, satellite, coastal, sustainable

	Fieldwork - skills and knowledge

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2

	
Reception
Draw information from a simple map

ELG
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.
	I can look at pictures/videos of a locality and ask geographical questions e.g. What is it like to live in this place? How is this place different to where I live? 

I can use locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes.

I can observe and record information about the local area e.g. how many bus stops are there close to the school. 

I can study aerial photographs of the school/ local area and identify key features e.g. school, church, park, shops.

I can create my own simple map or plan.

I know that a map is a picture or photo of a place from above

I know the map symbols for school, large roads, church, shop, campsite, train station, bus stop, nature reserve, campsite

I know how to use left/right/ near/ far to describe where a place is
	I can draw my own map of the local area, using basic symbols in a key

I can use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional vocabulary to describe the location of features and routes on a map.

I can observe and record features around the local area eg. the plants and animals seen at Watermead Park compared to the animals seen on the road. I can make suggestions for the cause of the differences. 

I can show what I have found out in different ways e.g. reports, graphs, sketches, diagrams, pictures. 

I can research a specific place in the world using a range of resources including books and ICT (eg. one of the Seven Wonders of the World). 

 I can look at pictures/videos of two differing localities and ask geographical questions e.g. What is it like to live in this place? How is this place different to where I live? How is the weather different? How are lifestyles different?

I know North, South, East and West on a compass/ map

I know the 7 Wonders of the World are:
Taj Mahal , Colosseum , Great Wall of China , Christ the Redeemer , Machu Picchu, Chichen Itza, Petra

	Home, school, near, next to, far away, hot, cold, weather, sun, rain, world, country, England, map, seasons, Spring/Summer/Autumn/Winter
	Aerial view, symbol, map
	Compass, graphs, sketches, diagrams, North, East, South, West, traffic




Geography Glossary
· Aerial view – A picture of a place taken from above, like a bird’s-eye view.
· Autumn – The season when leaves fall from the trees.
· Capital – The most important city in a country. It is often the biggest (but not always!), and is usually where the main Government is.
· City – A big place where lots of people live together. Cities usually have lots of buildings and transport.
· Climate – The usual weather in a place over a long time.
· Coastal – A place near the sea.
· Cold – When the temperature is low..
· Compass – A tool that helps you find direction.
· Continent – A very large area of land, with different countries. There are seven continents in the world.
· Country – A big area of land with its own people and rules.
· Diagram – A drawing that helps explain something.
· East – One of the four main directions on a map or compass.
· England – the country that we live in. It is one of the 4 countries of the United Kingdom
· Environment – The world around us – land, air, water, animals and people.
· Equator – An invisible line around the middle of the Earth. It’s very hot near the Equator.
· Far away – A long way from here.
· Features – Important parts of a place.
· Graph – A picture that shows information using bars or lines.
· Home – The place where you live.
· Hot – When the termperature is high (for example when the sun is shining).
· Housing – Places where people live, like houses or flats.
· Human feature – Something people have made, like a building or a road.
· Island – A piece of land with water all around it.
· Landmark – A special building or place that lots of people know.
· Left – the direction on the same side as your left hand.
· Leicester – The city we live in. It is in the middle of England.
· Litter / Rubbish – Waste that should be put in a bin.
· Local area – The places near where you live or go to school.
· Map – a picture that shows what a place looks like from above. It helps us find where things are and how to get from one place to another
· Mountains – Very high land that sticks up into the sky.
· Near – Close to something.
· Next to – Right beside something.
· North – One of the four main directions on a map or compass.
· North and South Poles – The very top and bottom of the world. It’s very cold there.
· Ocean – A very large area of salty water; bigger than a sea.
· Observations – Looking carefully at something to notice what it’s like.
· Physical feature – A natural thing, like a river, hill or mountain.
· Place – A space or area, like a park, shop or country.
· Population – How many people live in a place.
· Rain – Water falling from clouds.
· Recycling – Turning old things into something new.
· Record – Writing down or drawing what you see.
· Right – The direction on the same side as your right hand.
· Satellite – A machine in space that helps us see and learn about Earth and weather.
· School – The place where you go to learn and play.
· Sea – A large area of salty water, smaller than an ocean.
· Seaside – A fun place by the sea, often with beaches.
· Seasonal – Something that happens in a certain season.
· Seasons – The four parts of the year: Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter.
· Sketch – A quick drawing to show what something looks like.
· South – One of the four main directions on a map or compass.
· Spring – The season when flowers grow and baby animals are born.
· Summer – The warmest season, with long sunny days.
· Sun – The big bright ball in the sky that gives us light and warmth.
· Sustainable – Looking after the Earth so it stays healthy.
· Symbol – A small picture that shows information, like weather on a map.
· Temperature – How hot or cold it is.
· Thermometer – A tool used to measure temperature.
· Thurmaston – A village near Leicester in England.
· Town – A place bigger than a village but smaller than a city.
· Traffic – Cars, buses and other vehicles moving on the roads.
· United Kingdom – The country we live in. It is made up of 4 smaller countries -England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Village – A small place where people live. It is smaller than a town or a city.
· Weather – What it is like outside (sunny, rainy, windy, etc.).
· Weather forecast – A prediction of what the weather will be like.
· West – One of the four main directions on a map or compass.
· Winter – The coldest season, sometimes with snow.
· World – The Earth we all live on.
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