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Music Curriculum – Intent and Implementation

At Church Hill Infants our music curriculum intends to inspire creativity, self-expression and encourages children to build their passion for different musical experiences. As an Infant school, music plays a huge role in our day to day school life. Music underpins the foundation of learning in early reading and phonics and these key skills transfer across to other core subjects. 
Within our curriculum we expose children to a diverse range of musical styles including traditional songs and instruments from other countries. This develops an understanding of culture and history, both in relation to students own individuality, as well as ethnicities from across the world.

The music curriculum ensures that students have the opportunity to sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is embedded in the explicit teaching of music as well as in singing assemblies, various concerts, performances and the teaching of instruments. We also look for links to music in other areas of the curriculum such as history and geography. We provide children with the opportunity to connect with others by developing their teamwork and listening skills. The teaching of music promotes our school values through working collaboratively and showing resilience. We provide the children with the platform to build on their own unique talents and through positive encouragement we give children the confidence to share and perform their talents with an audience.

Oracy 
Oracy is woven into each music lesson to ensure children have the opportunity to talk about different styles and genres of music,  respond to unfamiliar music types and give opinions/discuss feelings about a piece of music. Subject specific vocabulary is identified for each year group, to ensure build up of language skills and to encourage the correct use of musical terminology.  

SEND 
We adapt the curriculum and supply resources to suit pupil’s individual needs, including; social, emotional and mental health, physical, sensory and cognitive, so that every child can access the curriculum and further their learning. Children with complex needs including children with autism and social communication needs access the curriculum at their own level of personal development. This may not follow the continuum due to their individual learning profile, therefore they may not necessarily access all aspects of the progression map in order. 


	
	Composing - skills and knowledge 

	
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2

	
	Key Knowledge 
Improvisation: I know that different instruments make different sounds.
I know instruments can show different characters or situations. 

Notation: I know that I can order images to create sounds. 

Creative process: I know the words of a song will help me to decide on actions or sounds

Improvisation: I can explore and create sounds using my voice, body percussion, instruments and found sounds. 
I can explore how sounds can be changed from loud to quiet, fast to slow and high to low. 

Notation: I can use symbols and images convey sound. 

Creative process: I can create new verses, words and actions to a song and create sequences of sounds in response to a given stimulus

3-4 year olds 
Taps out simple repeated rhythms. 
Explores and learns how sounds can be changed. 
Reception
Explores the different sounds of instruments. 
ELG - Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. 
	Key Knowledge
Improvisation: I know that using dynamics, tempo and pitch can provide context when improvising. 

Notation:  I know that using bigger/smaller images or symbols represents dynamics. 
I know I use images and symbols to create a score for rhythm or pitch. 

Creative process: I know I should explore different ideas before deciding what to do. 
I know that playing an instrument with less force or effort will make it sound quieter (musically)

Improvisation: I can improvise simple vocal chants and pitch and rhythm patterns. 

Notation: I can explore how images can be used to create graphic scores. 
I can explore symbols for rhythm and pitch 

Creative process:
I can select and describe sounds to create music in response to a stimulus.
I can compose simple four beat rhythms using crotchets and paired quavers. 
I can compose simple melodies using G and E. 
I can explore dynamics and tempo in relation to mood or message. 
	Key Knowledge 
Improvisation: I know I need to structure improvisations into responses over 4 or 8 beats. 

Notation: I know that changing the size of an image or, how often it appears, can show changes in dynamics and tempo. 
I know that where a dot or note is placed in relation to one another indicates the pitch. 

Creative process: I know that different sounds and, how they are played, can be used to represent different characters, emotions and moods. 
I know that the syllables of words can be used to make lyrics fit with the melody

Improvisation: I can improvise Q and A phrases with words, rhythm and pitch. 
Notation: I can use images and symbols to structure pieces using graphic score.
I can select stick notation for rhythm and dot notation for pitch. 
Creative process: I can explore and use changes in pitch dynamics, duration and tempo. 
I can select sounds and instruments to demonstrate mood or message. 
I can compose lyrics, three note melodies and rhythms using known notation

	
	Vocabulary - instruments, sounds, body percussion, loud, quiet, fast, slow, song, actions, symbols, verse, words, rhythms
	Vocabulary - Dynamics, tempo, pitch, improvise, compose, symbols, rhythm patterns, pitch, instrument, musically, chants, graphic scores, crotchets, paired quavers
	Vocabulary – beats, improvisations, dynamics, tempo, pitch, syllables, melody, lyrics, rhythm, graphic score, stick notation/dot notation, duration, instruments, compose

	
	Listening - skills and knowledge

	
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2

	
	Key Knowledge 
Identify musical conventions and inter-related dimensions: I know that instruments can be played in different ways and this makes different sounds. 
I know that when the music changes speed (tempo) so does my movement.
I know that music can be loud or quiet and fast or slow and this makes me feel differently. 

Recognise sound & instruments: I know that sound effects can be used to show what a piece of music is about

Identify musical conventions and inter-related dimensions: I can describe sound e.g. whistling, twinkly. 
I can react to changes in the music such as tempo or dynamics by explaining or moving. 
Recognise sound & instruments: I recognise classroom instruments and can listen to sound effects.

3-4 year olds
Sings a few familiar songs. 
Beginning to move rhythmically. 
Imitates movement in response to music. 
Taps out simple repeated rhythms. 
Reception
Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 
ELG- Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. 
	Key Knowledge 
Identify musical conventions and inter-related dimensions: I know my preference when listening to various styles of music and understand that other people may have different opinions. 
I know how to use music terminology to describe the changes e.g. the tempo got faster. 

Recognise sound & instruments:  I know that instruments are played differently e.g. hit, shaken and this produces different sounds


Identify musical conventions and inter-related dimensions: I can identify the sound with the intended message. 
I can recognise changes in the music e.g. slower/faster, quieter/louder.
Recognise sound & instruments: I can recognise some instrumental sounds and name classroom instruments
	Key Knowledge 
Identify musical conventions and inter-related dimensions: I know the meaning of tempo, dynamics and pitch. 

Recognise sound & instruments: I know that instruments are made of different materials and this creates different sounds (timbres)




 
Identify musical conventions and inter-related dimensions: I can recognise how composers use music to tell the story or message of their piece. 
I recognise changes in tempo, dynamics and pitch Recognise sound & instruments: I am beginning to recognise instruments aurally

	
	Vocabulary – played, speed (tempo), movement, loud, quiet, fast, slow, sound effects, sound, tempo, dynamics
	Vocabulary – preference, styles, tempo, played shaken, tap, hit, sound, slower, faster, louder, quieter, like/dislike
	Vocabulary – tempo, dynamics, pitch, timbres, composers, aurally, instruments

	
	Performing - skills and knowledge

	
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2

	
	Key Knowledge 
Technical control: I know that when singing I move my voice higher and lower. 

Notation: I know that 'ta' is one sound and 'titi' is two sounds. 

Ensemble awareness: I know to watch and listen to others to start and stop together. 

Communication & audience: I know how to play different instruments e.g. shake, scrape, hit, blow.


Technical control: I can distinguish between singing and speaking. 
I can copy simple rhythm patterns using instruments, body sounds and the voice with an introduction to a steady pulse and pitch. 
Notation: I begin to follow symbols and images. 
Ensemble awareness:  I begin to start and stop together with others. 
Communication & audience: I explore sounds using instruments and voice, showing an awareness of tempo and dynamics.

3-4 year olds
Sings a few familiar songs. 
Imitates movement in response to music. 
Taps out simple repeated rhythms. 
Reception
Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 
ELG - Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. 
	Key Knowledge 
Technical control:  I know that the pulse is the steady beat of the music. 
I know that standing up tall with my shoulders back will help improve my singing.

Notation: I know that images and symbols on a score show me when to play and when to stop. 

Ensemble awareness: I know that different hand signals tell me when and how to play or sing. 

Communication & audience: I know to make eye contact with my group and the audience when performing.


Technical control: I can sing simple songs with an awareness of pitch and following visual direction (start, stop, loud, quiet). 
I can play to a steady pulse. 
I can play repeated rhythms and word pattern chants. 

Notation: I am beginning to relate images to sounds.
I can follow pictures and symbols to guide singing and playing. 

Ensemble awareness: I can follow simple performance indications for start, stop, gradually change dynamics. 

Communication & audience: I am beginning to control sounds demonstrating subtle changes, gradually louder, quieter, faster, slower
	Key Knowledge 
Technical control: I know that listening to the starting pitch will help me to start and stay in tune.
I know the meaning of dynamics and tempo. 
I know that the speed of the beat can change. 

Notation: I know that if a symbol sits higher in space it represents a higher pitch. 

Ensemble awareness: I know when and how to play by following signals. 

Communication & audience: I know to show an aware of the expectations when listening to others perform and when performing to an audience

Technical control: I can sing with developing control of pitch. 
I can follow directions for dynamics and tempo when singing and playing. 
I can find and perform the pulse with increasing success. Identify and mark beat groupings. 
I can accompany singing with actions and body sounds in time with a steady pulse.
Notation: I am beginning to relate simple graphic images to changes in sound. 
I can recognise dot notation across three pitches. 
I can perform rhythm patterns following stick notation Ensemble awareness: I can demonstrate increased confidence when following musical directions given both aurally and through physical inflection. 
Communication & audience: I am beginning to control sounds with intention.

	
	Vocabulary – higher, lower, sounds, listen, shake, scrape, blow, singing, speaking, rhythm patterns, pulse, pitch, symbols/ images, tempo, dynamics
	Vocabulary – steady beat, posture, symbols, hand signals, performing, start, stop, loud, quiet, chants, dynamics, control, subtle, gradually, faster, slower, audience 


	Vocabulary – in-tune, dynamics, tempo, beat, speed, symbol, higher, lower, pitch, listening, performance, audience, control, pulse, dot/stick notation, control graphic images, patterns


	
	Music Long Term Plan 2025-26

	 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	EY
FS
	Singing;
Wind The Bobbin Up
Rock-a-bye Baby
Five Little Monkeys Jumping On The Bed
Twinkle Twinkle
If You're Happy And You Know It
Head, Shoulders, Knees And Toes
Dingle Dangle Scarecrow
Old Macdonald
Incy Wincy Spider
Baa Baa Black Sheep
Row, Row, Row Your Boat
The Wheels On The Bus
	The Hokey Cokey
Baa Baa Black Sheep
Five Speckled Frogs 
Ten Green Bottles 
Five Current Buns 
Once I Caught a Fish Alive! 
Down in the Jungle
Five Little Ducks 
Hickory Dickory Dock
Ten in the Bed
Miss Polly had a Dolly
Head Shoulders Knees and Toes 
Wake Up, Shake Up!

	
	
	Christmas Nativity 
	Get Set 4 Music -  Traditional Tales
	Get Set 4 Music -  Everyday Life
	Get Set 4 Music -  Whatever the Weather
	Get Set 4 Music -  Around the World

	Y 1
	Get Set 4 Music - Senses 

Body Percussion  
 
Singing; 
Wiggly Woo  
10 Fat Sausages  
Wiggle your Fingers  
The Grand Old Duke of York  

	Get Set 4 Music -  Superheroes

Boomwhackers 
 
Singing; 
Happy, Happy, Happy  
Boom Chicka Boom  
Christmas Carols  
  
	Get Set 4 Music -  Dinosaurs

Body Percussion 
  Music Tech – Chrome Music Lab Kandinsky

Singing; 
My Voice is Really Funky  
Two Little Chickens  
Months of the Year   
I am the Music Man  
	Get Set 4 Music -  Carnival of the Animals 


Percussion Instruments (un-tuned) 
 
Singing; 
Shake my Sillies Out  
This Old Man  
The Whole World in his Hands  
One, Two Buckle My Shoe  
	Get Set 4 Music -  Fantasy and Adventure


 Boomwhackers 
 Music Tech – Chrome Music Lab Song Maker

Singing; 
Together  
Pirate Song  
Doctor Foster  
  
	Get Set 4 Music -  At the Seaside

Percussion Instruments  
(un-tuned) 
Singing; 
She’ll be Coming Round the Mountain  
Singing in the Rain  
Sing a Song of Sixpence  

	
	Listening and appraising – Model Music Curriculum repertoire  for Year 1/Listening Pieces Get Set 4 Music

	Y 2
 
	Get Set 4 Music -

Recorders
Music Tech - Piano (ipad)

Singing;
When Goldilocks went to the house of the bears
Something Inside so Strong
Oats and Beans and Barley Grow
	Get Set 4 Music -

Recorders
Music Tech - Piano (ipad)

Singing;
Good to be Me
This Little Light of Mine
Christmas Carols
	Get Set 4 Music -

Percussion instruments

Singing;
Five Portions a Day
I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly
Here we Go Around The
Mulberry Bush
	Get Set 4 Music -


Percussion Instruments

Singing;
The Owl and the Pussycat
Oranges and Lemons

	Get Set 4 Music -

Recorders
Music Tech - Piano (ipad)

Singing;
You’ve Got a Friend
Lean on Me
What Makes a Family
One Man Went to Mow
	Leicestershire Music – Recorders Unit

Recorders
Music Tech - Piano (ipad)

Singing;
Knicky Knacky Knoo
Build It High
End of Year Performance Songs

	
	Listening and appraising – Model Music Curriculum repertoire  for Year 2/Listening Pieces Get Set 4 Music 



Glossary 
Audience – a person/group of people who listen to the performance 
Beat – a unit of time marking out the speed at which the music is played 
Body percussion – using the body to create sound
Compose – to write/create music
Composer – someone who writes/creates music 
Dislike – something that you do not like doing
Fast – something/someone moving with speed
Graphic score – images or a mark used to write music down that is not traditional music notation
Higher – a sound with a greater frequency (sharper than another sound)
Improvise – creating music on the spot
Instrument – an object created to make musical sounds 
In-tune – to perform music with the correct pitch
Like – something that makes you happy
Listen – to pay attention to sounds using your ears
Loud – a large sound that can be easily heard
Lower – a sound that is deeper or less sharp than another sound
Performing – an act of playing a song or piece of music
Pitch – how high or low a sound is
Quiet – a small sound or no sound at all
Rhythm – patterns of sound consisting of shorter and longer notes
Scrape – a sound created by rubbing something rough
Shake – to move back and forth or up and down with quick motions
Slow – something/someone not moving very quickly
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sound – any sound that people or animals can hear
Start – to begin movement or activity 
Stop – to end a movement or activity 
Tempo – how fast or slow the music is
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